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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, January 4, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank 

J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and via 

video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

Trustee David Squirrell 
 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

 

Absent:   Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to 

rise for the pledge of allegiance.  She then went on to say that she would 

remain standing as tonight we get to swear in our two new Library Trustees.   

 

 

Regular Meeting Agenda 

 

 

Administer Oath of Office- Library Trustees 

 

Mayor Picinich administered the oaths as follows: 

 

I, Sandra Birnbaum having been elected to the Mount Kisco Library Board of Trustees 

for the Village/Town of Mount Kisco, do solemnly swear that I will support the 

Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and that 

I am eligible to hold the office to which I have been appointed, and that I will faithfully 

discharge the duties thereof to the best of my ability. 

 

I, Amy Corso having been elected to the Mount Kisco Library Board of Trustees for the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco, do solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of 

the United States and the Constitution of the State of New York, and that I am eligible to 

hold the office to which I have been appointed, and that I will faithfully discharge the 

duties thereof to the best of my ability. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

Local Law #2021-01 –Chapter 110, Zoning; Article III, District Regulations; Section 110-

27.1, Personal Wireless Service Facilities Overlay District 

 

Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that this public hearing is to amend our zoning 

code specifically the Personal Wireless Service Facilities Overlay District.  The purpose of 

this change is to clarify the legislative intent of the Village when it comes to wireless 

structures such as towers.   When the Village wrote and adopted this code, it was the 

intent, and still is, to keep wireless facilities within a cellular overlay zone.  There were 

guidelines put in place for those within the zone and those outside the zone, but we 

want to ensure that there is clarification that in addition to demonstrating compliance 

with all the requirements in the zone there are other requirements outside the zone as 

well.  The purpose and intent of making this change is to clarify, so that there is no 

confusion with the code.  She opened up for public comment and reminded everyone 

that the purpose of the public hearing is for those on our Board to seek and gather 

input.  It is testimony as part of a public hearing, it is not a question and answer 

session.  We accept comments, we listen to those comments, and we determine the 

parts and pieces we choose to incorporate as and if we choose to modify the legislation.  

She also asked that if any of the speakers have written to the Board that it is not 

necessary to read their letters as part of this public hearing.  Lastly, she asked that all 

speakers be clear and concise.   

 

Leslie Snyder, partner of Snyder & Snyder began by saying that she is here on 

behalf of NYSMA who does business as Verizon Wireless.  She is here tonight to discuss 

the proposed Local Law 2021-01.  Happy New Year to you all, and hopefully, we will get 

out of Covid this year.  As this local law attempts to do, it is seeking to amend the 

zoning text of Section 110-27.1 entitled Personal Wireless Service Facilities Overlay 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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District.  As she has set forth in her letter to the Board, and she will not repeat her letter 

as the Mayor asked, but she wanted to highlight a few points.  She continued to say that 

Verizon Wireless respectfully requests that you adjourn the public hearing tonight.  This 

way the Village can work with Verizon Wireless to amend the text in a meaningful way to 

make Mount Kisco’s law consistent with federal law and in furtherance of Mount Kisco’s 

goal to have an active central business district and new residential downtown 

development.  The proposed local law should not be approved tonight, first, because it is 

inconsistent with your Comprehensive Plan.  Section 110-27.1 provides for various 

requirements for “personal wireless service facilities.”  The term, “personal wireless 

service facility” is defined in your code as providing wireless services, but it includes 

antennas, equipment, mounting structures and accessory buildings, and equipment.  The 

wireless law does not distinguish between facilities such as freestanding towers, facilities 

on rooftops, or other existing structures.  Therefore, the wireless law fails to provide that 

facilities on rooftops or other existing structures are preferred and encouraged.  Rather 

than detailing any preference for the types of structures Mount Kisco would prefer, this 

local law simply amends, attempts to amend I should say, Section 110-27.1H to provide 

that if personal wireless services facilities are proposed on sites outside the Personal 

Wireless Service Facilities Overlay District, these facilities should comply with not only 

the criteria in 110-27.1H, but also “all other requirements of this Section 110-27.1.” 

However, there are many requirements in Section 110-27.1, which should not be 

applicable to facilities on rooftops or other existing structures.  As a result, the additional 

text proposed in the local law makes no sense.  More importantly, if the goal of Mount 

Kisco, and she has heard it said many a time and has been stated in many places in your 

comprehensive plan, is to provide for an active business district and encourage new 

residential development downtown, then it is critical that wireless facilities, particularly 

facilities using existing rooftops or other existing structures, be permitted in the CB-1 

district.  However, your code provides that the overlay district, the area where wireless 

facilities are permitted, does not include the CB-1 district.  There is no provision in the 

wireless law to permit these types of facilities as of right in the CB-1 zoning district; 

rather, the overlay district includes areas outside of the Village’s downtown.  Ms. Snyder 

continued by saying that more people than ever before rely on wireless communications 

to manage their lives and businesses.  It has become particularly evident during this 

pandemic where we rely on wireless communications for very pressing needs such as 

school and all facets of our lives.  As you are probably aware, more than 90% of US 

households use wireless service and it is wireless service that is their connection to 911 

and providing a very critical factor for people being able to access emergency services.  

Mount Kisco should be amending its law to enable wireless communication and not 

stymie the development of this reliable communication.  Ms. Snyder continued by stating 

that the proposed law should not be approved tonight since it is inconsistent with Federal 

Law.   With the increasing need for wireless communications, the federal government 

has enacted laws and regulations to encourage the construction of wireless 

infrastructure.  The federal government enacted the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job 

Creation Act of 2012, which specifically contains a provision fostering the collocation and 

replacement of wireless communication antennas/equipment.  The Federal 

Communications Commission (FCC) adopted an order entitled “Accelerating Wireless 

Broadband Deployment by Removing Barriers to Infrastructure Investment.”  This FCC 

order interprets the Telecommunications Act, which bars state or local requirements that 

would prohibit or have the effect of prohibiting the provision of wireless services.  This 

order holds that it is an “effective prohibition” of service when local requirements 

materially inhibit the provision of wireless service and are attempted to be imposed.  

Consequently, the local law proposed here, imposes additional unreasonable 

requirements, inconsistent with those federal mandates.  Ms. Snyder said lastly, if you 

are going to amend your wireless law, you should look at other communities and these 

communities have made it possible for their residents to have reliable service.  She 

points, as an example, to Port Chester who recently amended their wireless code to 

make it consistent with federal law and to enhance their downtown.  Port Chester allows 

wireless facilities to be collocated on existing tall structures, and it has been an 

enhancement to their downtown. Again, we would just ask that tonight, the Village 

Board does not act, but rather that the Village officials work with Verizon Wireless to 

enhance your wireless infrastructure and work on a law that would be acceptable in a 

fashion that all residents would be able to have reliable, wireless communications in your 

community.  She thanked the Board for their time.   

 

Mayor Picinich thanked her for her comments and noted that it was not the 

intention of the Board to act this evening; the intent is to leave this hearing open.  

 

David Kenny began by thanking the Board for the opportunity to comment on the 

proposed local law.  As he has submitted written comment, he will be very brief adding 

to the comments that were submitted in writing.  His firm represents Homeland Towers 

and Verizon Wireless in connection with a wireless communications facility at 180 South 

Bedford Road.  We believe this proposed amendment to the wireless law is directly in 

relation to the appeal before the Zoning Board of Appeals that is the subject matter of 

this amendment.  We believe that both the intent and end result of this proposed 

amendment is to subject the applicants, Homeland Towers and Verizon Wireless, to 

reviews and obtain approvals that were not required for carriers and tower operators 

that chose to rent space from the Village.  We believe that both the intent and impact 
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have a discriminatory intent, which is a violation of the Telecommunications Act.  We 

also have submitted that in our zoning board application and we have demonstrated that 

the criteria of the overlay district cannot be applied to sites outside the overlay district 

without requiring a variance.  The setbacks and the height limitations cannot be applied; 

they cannot build a facility that will meet those requirements at any property within the 

Village.  Therefore, the requirements are prohibitory in nature and by amending the code 

in this manner, you are requiring the Zoning Board of Appeals to approve the variances 

requested by this applicant otherwise they would have an effective prohibition of 

wireless services in the Town.  We would advise that the Village not adopt this proposed 

amendment because in the end, it would result in two violations of the 

Telecommunications Act.  We respectfully request that you table this amendment 

indefinitely and I thank you for the opportunity to speak.  

 

Camille Catstrophe of Bedford Corners began by asking if this code amendment 

was not pertaining to a specific application for a wireless facility then what is the zoning 

amendment pertaining to.  Mayor Picinich replied that it is generally about our code and 

clarifying our code, specific to requirements both within and outside of our wireless 

overlay zone.  It is not specific to an individual application that may be before the 

Planning Board or Zoning Board.  If you have a comment in reference to those 

applications, it would be appropriate to make those comments at those meetings.  This 

is with reference to a code change to the overall wireless code.  Ms. Catstrophe said ok, 

her comments were focused on communication with residents in regards to these 

activities and ensuring that residents that are maybe near facilities or residents in 

general are informed about these types of activities because she feels that they have the 

right to know, respond, and participate.  That was the comment she was going to make 

tonight.  Since she may not have received the right information, more if there was an 

application for a wireless facility, but she thinks if she can generalize it, which is to 

ensure that there is appropriate communication with residents, especially residents that 

may be affected by wireless facilities, with the ability to have two way communications. 

She thanked the Board for allowing her to comment.  

 

Mayor Picinich mentioned to Ms. Catstrophe that if she had other comments that 

she would like to make, she recommends looking at the Planning Board and Zoning 

Board agendas, as there are public hearing open in front of both of those boards, if you 

would like to make comments on specific applications.   

 

William Myer of 17 Pine Street began by thanking the Board for having this 

meeting.  He is encouraged that Mount Kisco is looking into the Town Code for wireless 

services.  As everyone should realize, the technology and the science behind some of the 

effects of the technology is coming along quickly.  Even in the last couple of years there 

has been a lot of information that has come out that has shown some adverse health 

effects.  He is concerned and feels that the Town Code should be strengthened so that 

we can have more local control over the location of cell facilities in our town.  He wanted 

to mention something that he saw.  First, he finds it curious that a representative of 

Verizon comes in and asks us to abandon our meeting and not continue to modify our 

town code to our collective advantage, particularly because of the loss of the local 

control regarding the positioning of cell phone facilities.  Specifically, regarding the 

recently amended federal law that provides for a lesser time period for response to 

applications for cell phone facilities from 90 days to 60 days, which effectively takes 

away some amount of local control.  He is concerned and feels that we need to 

strengthen our town wireless codes to create more local control.  This slippage of our 

local control is something to which we need to hold on.  Other issues that he can see 

coming forward are colocations on facilities, you know once we approve one facility there 

is an opportunity to collocate many more facilities on that one tower.  He is very 

concerned of the cumulative effect of these colocations of these facilities.  He is 

concerned and feels it is important to update our code to require that applicants 

document that they have liability insurance, which does not exclude health claims due to 

radiation.  It seems that many of the insurance policies being obtained by cell companies 

have a clause that excludes coverage for health claims.  As he mentioned, the plans are 

beginning to be more and more packed; the Nationalist in Health just came out with a 

study that gave a warning in the clearest possible way that at any age there is clear 

evidence of carcinogen due to RFR radiation.  In their report, they say there is strong 

indication that heart tumors and brain tumors are possible from this radiation.  That is 

why it is so important for us to have control.  Things that give us more control are 

provisions that require applicants to keep the antennas away from non-residential areas 

like schools and playgrounds, to provide a 500 foot buffer between homes and any 

facility location, and to require that when a gap in service is being used in the application 

that we receive a report on what that gap in services means.  Does it mean that we can’t 

upload something in 30 seconds as opposed to 34 seconds?  That could be documented 

as a gap in service even though we have full cell phone service.  He would also like to 

see that the code require conspicuous signs at pending locations, have a limit for the 

aggregate amount of collocated equipment, and require certification that small cell 

facilities comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).  That is his comment, 

and he thanked the Board for taking this seriously.  
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Annette Zamburg of Scarsdale began by saying that as a resident of Westchester 

she often visits Mount Kisco to spend time with friends, shop at the terrific stores, and 

enjoy the restaurants.  As you know, the last year has shown us how costly and 

devastating the effects can be of a health crisis.  You, the Board of Trustees, are now 

holding in your hands the keys to the health and safety of Mount Kisco residents.  

Wireless radiation adversely effects our immune system, and at this critical time in 

history, we can’t afford to further compromise our immune systems.  The Village of 

Mount Kisco would be putting the public in harm’s way if they allow the deployment of 

4g and 5g antennas in close proximity to homes, schools, and business.  The closer the 

antenna the more harmful the effect.  These antennas will expose the public to 

unavoidable post-modulated micro-radiation on a 24/7/365 basis.  The ambiguity of 

micro-radiation transmitted by these antennas will depress our immune system and 

make us more susceptible to disease, especially children, pregnant women, and those 

who already suffer from other conditions or immune deficiency.  Tens of thousands of 

scientific studies have been published. 

 

Mayor Picinich wanted to stop her for a second and said we are accepting 

comments on a specific code change that the Board has identified and so we accepting 

comment on this specific change to our code.  

 

Ms. Zamburg continued by reminding the Board that the Telecommunication Act 

only authorizes the telecom industry to facilitate outdoor telephone calls.  Here is the 

wording from the Second Circuit of New York’s decision; a coverage gap exists when a 

remote user of those services is unable to connect to either the land based national 

telephone network or maintain a connection capable of supporting a reasonable 

uninterrupted communication.  The right to install additional cellular antennas must be 

predicated upon certified proof that there is a significant gap in coverage.  Where there 

is no significant gap in coverage there is no right to deploy antennas and she doubts 

very much that there is a significant gap in coverage in Mount Kisco.  The telecom 

industry is illegally switching their purview to include big data downloads, which is not 

authorized.  Therefore, city officials are free to regulate based on excessive power 

output of these antennas and refrain from permitting the deployment of unnecessary 

additional antennas.  You have taken a sacred oath to protect the health and safety of 

the residents of Mount Kisco.  I urge you to study this issue from experts in the field 

rather than industry representatives.  Last, but not least, you must be aware of the 

pollution provisions in the insurance policies of the carrier which leaves city government 

holding the bag in terms of liability for the harms their antennas will most certainly 

cause.  The insurance companies did their research and they have a good reason why 

they choose not to insure this industry.  This will fall on you.  You have the power to 

draft a bulletproof city ordinance that would regulate these antennas out of Mount Kisco, 

by doing so you will uphold your oath of office to protect the health and safety of your 

residents and she can provide such an ordinance.   

 

Mayor Picinich replied that she is certainly welcome to forward any emails; the 

Board reads all information it receives.  She thanked her for her comment.    

 

Ingrid Gearson of Yorktown began by thanking the Board for the time to talk 

about this issue.  She lives in Yorktown and comes very frequently to Mount Kisco for 

medical care, pharmacy care, and restaurants.  However, if 5g antennas were installed 

in the downtown or even outside of the downtown she would not be able to come to 

Mount Kisco because she is electromagnetically sensitive.  It started about two years ago 

and she is no longer able to work, travel, or visit friends in their homes because of what 

she reacts to.  As a result, she is hoping that she is able to get disability for 

electromagnetic hypersensitivity (EHS) because of its severe limitations on my ability to 

work and live and she would like the ordinance that Mount Kisco does come up with to 

protect those under the ADA.  She hopes that EHS will become part of the ADA, that 

placement of these antennas is limited, and that people in residential areas are 

protected so that they don’t have exposure because there are people like her who are 

sensitive, who cannot be anywhere near any type of radiation, this type of radiation.  

She just wanted to enter that into the record.  

 

Mayor Picinich thanked her for her comment.  She reminded anyone who is 

planning to speak that the Board is taking public comment with reference to a specific 

change in our code.  This proposed local law deals with the requirements for cellular 

facilities that are within and outside of a cellular overlay zone and the code is on our 

website.  We are accepting comment specific to that at this public hearing.  This is not in 

reference to an application at this time, the proliferation of 5g, or other parts or pieces.  

This public hearing is dealing with this specific recommended code change.  

 

Harry McCartney, Village Historian, began by thanking the Board for the 

opportunity to speak.  He wanted to say that with respect to the code it is always about 

tailoring the code for the greater community’s good.  There are so many who volunteer 

on many different levels and in so many different areas of the Village.  The code here 

has to always be balanced in favor of the greater community and that should be anytime 

that (inaudible echoing) it’s really about the greater community and you don’t have to 

tell any of the folks on the Board about the amount of volunteers in this town that work 
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in so many different areas.  He just wanted to reinforce that with respect to the overall 

zoning code that it is always about the greater community.  Thank you. 

 

Nada Kader began by saying that she needed to read the amendment to the code 

so she was going to speak more broadly, but since the Mayor just explained that this 

evening is specific to the code change.  She will have to read that before she comments.  

 

Dina Cotter of 4 Smith Avenue began by saying that she is a business owner and 

that she had been advised that this hearing was in regards to 5g.  It is not, so there was 

a misunderstanding on the topic this evening.  She would have to look at the code 

amendment before she comments, as she was ready to speak on 5g.  

 

John Rhodes began by saying that as far as he can tell on the amendment, and 

he is not an expert on the legal aspects of this, but it appears that it give the Village a 

little more latitude and power in terms of improving the citing of cell towers.  To the 

extent that this amendment does that, he thinks that it is a good thing.  He does agree 

with one of the earlier speakers that, as he believes from his reading on the letter of the 

law and from the advice that he has received from attorneys, it appears the town has 

much more power than is exercised in this amendment, but he appreciates any steps 

forward.  This appears to be a step forward and he is sure Mr. Singleton is giving very 

good advice on this matter.  He urged the Board that if they adopt this proposed local 

law, they not consider the issue closed.  He asked the Board to pass this amendment 

and then look at what additional powers might be available to the town to control the 

citing of cell towers so that they benefit all the people of the town.  He thanked them for 

their efforts.  

 

Chad Moss of 131 Hill Circle, White Plains on behalf of Ruth Moss. Mayor Picinich 

wanted to share that they were accepting comments in regards to the proposed 

amendment to the Village’s zoning code.  Mr. Moss said that what he would offer this 

evening, he felt, is relevant overall and asked for a few minutes of the Board’s time, as it 

would be appreciated.  Mr. Moss continued saying that he was there on behalf of his wife 

and his whole family.  He wanted to say a few things about his wife Ruth.  She is 

electromagnetically sensitive, cannot use a cell phone, computer, smart meter, or smart 

device, and cannot be in strong Wi-Fi.  The fact is that they do not have Wi-Fi in their 

home; their house is hardwired, it is easy to do, safe, and is the fastest internet on 

Earth.  Ruth became electromagnetically sensitive after their utility company installed a 

smart meter on their house.  The second thing about Ruth is that she is the founder of 

5g Alert Westchester, a group of residents from across Westchester County including 

Mount Kisco, dedicated to educating the public on this issue and helping municipalities 

craft protective ordinances.  Even without the possibility of live meetings, the group has 

grown exponentially; in White Plains 1,000 residents signed a petition to do exactly what 

you are doing tonight.  Keep radiating cell towers away from homes and schools.  In 

fact, the same group in White Plains was speaking to the Mayor and Council about their 

mutual plan to enact a stronger amended ordinance.  Her message is Dear Mr. Brancati 

and members of the Mount Kisco Board of Trustees, thank you for taking this bold step 

to protect Mount Kisco residents from the adverse impacts of wireless cellular antennas.  

Thousands of studies documenting harm require this bold step; the adoption of a strict 

detailed comprehensive ordinance to regulate wireless facilities.  Contrary to popular 

belief, the FCC maintains no meaningful oversight over the installation of wireless 

facilities.  They do not require registration or require testing to ensure the public is not 

being overexposed to radiation, nor does the FCC require the telecoms to test their own 

equipment at the time of the initial installation or any time in the future, as such, you 

are your citizen’s first and only line of defense.  That defense wields its mightiest blow in 

the ordinance.  5g Westchester just wants to review five critical provisions; liability 

insurance which does not exclude health claims due to RF radiation exposure, 

documentation that a significant effort has been made to place antennas in 

nonresidential areas, pre-notification of all homeowners within 500 feet of the proposed 

installation with conspicuous signs at all proposed sites, certification that the small cell 

installation will remedy a significant gap in service, and random independent emission 

testing of all installations with substantial penalties for violations and certifications that 

all small cell installations will comply with provisions of the ADA.  We will be sending you 

examples of ordinances from across the country that are written to protect the health 

and safety of their citizens.  Thank you for hearing me out.  

 

Daniel D. from New Rochelle began by saying that he was active in recent 

hearings in New Rochelle regarding similar agreements; something called a franchise 

agreement with Verizon to install small cells in the public right-of-way and he 

understands about the code.  Since the Mayor mentioned that the code change is two 

sentences and since some of us perhaps were misinformed, as a favor I would ask if 

there is any way that you can quickly explain the essence of the code change? 

 

Mayor Picinich replied that currently we have a wireless overlay zone and that 

wireless overlay zone is where we would like to encourage cellular providers and wireless 

facility construction firms to put the infrastructure.  There are requirements within that 

zone.  When the code was written, it was also intended that if you demonstrated there 

was a need for a facility to be outside of that zone, that there were other requirements 
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that had to be followed in addition to the requirements for facilities located inside the 

wireless overlay district.  The change that is proposed is to clarify that intent; that the 

requirements if you are outside of the zone include the requirements inside and outside.  

This is to encourage cellular facilities to be within that overlay zone.   

 

Daniel asked if those requirements outside the zone were formulated and already 

in place.  Mayor Picinich responded that those requirements are in place, they have been 

in place this is just to clarify the code.  He apologized that some of the people outside of 

the town, who were interested in the 5g issue, where here to talk about how different 

towns in Westchester are trying to band together.  He just wanted to say, like the 

previous speaker Mr. Moss said, anything that you can do to try to put some limitations 

on these companies as they place these cells is important.  He continued saying that 

more people in our society, more scientists here and abroad, and more politicians 

acknowledge that there are health ramifications to all this cellular RF radiation.  He 

thinks the important thing to note is that the insurance companies refuse to cover it is 

the best proof since they have looked at it, seen the possibilities of future liability, and 

refuse to provide coverage.  He is not sure if Mount Kisco is considering any other 

limitations on some of these installations, but there are many of us who have learned a 

lot on this topic, what the possibilities are, and we encourage you to join us so that 

these things are not all over the place.  He stated that the next wave is not just towers, 

it is not just collocations on different buildings, it is the desire to put smaller cells in a 

much more densely packed way on practically every other telephone pole.   

 

Mayor Picinich interrupted his comment to thank him for his concerns.  She said 

that the Board took very seriously the health and welfare of the people of our 

community so they will certainly will be looking at other parts and pieces for new 

technology.  She went on to say that there seems to be some confusion out there, some 

folks who are focused on 5g must have shared information, but that is not the purpose 

of this hearing.  I am sure that will likely be a conversation at some point in the future, 

but we are simply not there yet.  She would like to propose at this time that we keep 

this public hearing open.  We have referred this amendment to the County Planning 

Board and the Village Planning Board and we have already received some comments.  

There are some other referrals to be made and we are looking for input from other 

agencies so we should keep this public hearing open until our next meeting.   

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that is it gratifying that we have so much 

interest, not only within Mount Kisco, but also outside of Mount Kisco.  It is good to hear 

from folks with their perspectives.  

 

 

 

1) Communications: 

a. Letter- Joan Stewart 

The following was read:  

 

 
2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

Mr. Brancati began by wishing everyone a Happy New Year.  He went on to say 

that as we shared at the last meeting in December, parking enforcement is in effect not 

only on-street as it has been since June, but in all of the municipal lots effective today.  

He also went on to share information about the new Passport parking app, which is also 

on the Village website.  He did mention to residents that they may receive a warning as 

enforcement did not take place for most of last year, but bear in mind that enforcement 

has started.  
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5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus began by saying that Westchester County is going to have a 

Town Hall series with County Executive George Latimer on Thursday, January 7th.  It is 

going to be a question and answer format through Facebook live.  He thought it would 

be worthwhile for any residents that may be interested.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by reminding residents that on the Village website there is 

now a link to the Westchester Covid dashboard with the most up to date information.   

She continued to say that she had checked it and it looked like the numbers had gone 

substantially down which is good news.  Trustee Schleimer continued stating that some 

people have already received their stimulus checks, which means it is underway and that 

is also good news.  Trustee Schleimer ended by saying that people need to stay aware of 

scams in relation to Covid.  It has been pointed out that some of the testing sites have 

been double billing.  Please check your statements to make sure you have not had this 

issue.   

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that he had nothing formal to report, but he will 

say that he was in downtown earlier and had the opportunity to try the new Passport 

app for parking.  He found it to be an easy process and it seems to be terrific.  

 

Trustee Squirrell began by saying that he had nothing formal to report, but wanted to 

say Happy New Year.  He hopes that everyone is enjoying good health and offered best 

wishes for a prosperous new year.  

 

Mayor Picinich began by giving an update on Covid.  In Westchester County, there 

are currently more than 9,000 cases.  To add perspective she noted that on November 

3rd there were just 1,666 case so this virus is very active and present.  Mayor Picinich 

continued saying that the numbers had gone down a little in Mount Kisco; currently 98 

active cases.  We are still seeing 10-12 cases a day, but the period in which the virus 

takes its course, some people drop off.  Mayor Picinich stated that the hospital is not at 

capacity, but keep in mind that the numbers change from one minute to the next.  The 

numbers within the next week or so will show if we did our part and celebrated quietly or 

if there were larger gatherings.  Mayor Picinich wanted to remind residents that there is 

testing available in the Village; Open Door Medical Center, CareMount Medical Group, 

and Northern Westchester Hospital Center for Healthy Living all offer testing by 

appointment.  She went on to say that the vaccine is now available to a large group 

including frontline workers and other medical professionals.  The next phases and groups 

have been outlined, but timeframes have not yet been provided.  As we get information, 

we will make it available to residents on our website.  Mayor Picinich made note that the 

Governor indicated today that those who try to circumvent or go outside the process will 

be fined.   

 

 

6) Old Business: 

 

7) New Business: 

 

a. Appoint Joan Stewart- Chair of Beautification Committee  

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

appoint Joan Stewart to serve as Chair of the Beautification Committee; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

b. Authorize Village Manager to sign ARC Westchester agreement 

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Squirrell to authorize the Village Manager to sign the ARC Westchester agreement for 

2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

c. Authorize Village Manager to sign Partners in Safety agreement 2021-2022 

 

Mr. Brancati advised the Board that Partners in Safety is the firm that we use to 

handle all of our random drug and alcohol testing for all Village/Town of Mount Kisco 
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employees.  They come onsite at least four times per year and conduct random selected 

tests.    

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to authorize the Village Manager to sign the Partners in Safety agreement for 

2021-2022; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

d. Authorize Village Manager to sign North East Special Recreation agreement  

 

There was some discussion amongst the Board in regards to the annual cost of this 

contract per year, which is based partly on census information and partly on a three-year 

rolling average of participants per municipality.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to authorize the Village Manager to sign the North East Special Recreation agreement for 

the 2021 year; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

e. Authorize Village Manager to sign extension to the due diligence period of 

the LOI- Kirby Commons 

 

Trustee Squirrell made note that the Board always has the option of renewing this 

further; the extension date is not a deadline for the Board to consider the contract.   

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to authorize the Village Manager to sign the extension to the due diligence period of the 

LOI for Kirby Commons; all in favor: 

 

 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project 

Funds. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Squirrell and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to pay the bills as submitted on December 31, 2020 for the months of November 

and December 2020 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $   77,105.60 

Water Fund     $   68,174.16 

Sewer Fund     $   99,265.88 

Library Fund     $     4,391.90 

Capital Fund     $  938,732.11 

Trust Fund     $    13,903.50 

     TOTAL   $1,246,573.15 

 

Trustee Schleimer questioned the following bills; Felipe Galindo, our videographer 

she also requested a copy of the invoice; Passport Labs, the new parking program; a 

group of parking refunds due to Covid; Sprague Energy Corp, heating fuel for 55 Maple 

Ave; Verde Electric, traffic light maintenance; Servico 9-1-1, deep cleaning of library; 

AI Engineers, work on Preston Way; BJB Construction Corp, elevator work that is still 

ongoing.  

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 
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   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

  Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

9) Minutes: 

 

a. VB Meeting – 12.21.2020 

 

This item was tabled as there were edits that not all Board members had a 

chance to review.  

 

b. VB Special Meeting – 12.28.2020 

 

This item was tabled as there were edits that not all Board members had a chance 

to review.  

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

 

  

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 8:37 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307

